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The main enemy of the world’s people is imperialidmaded by US imperialism. The USA
remains today the leading imperialist power, theelésuper-power”, the number one terrorist. It
has proven itself to be the most aggressive imiiErigower with its launching of unprovoked,
"preemptive and unending” wars, including the cnraliinvasion and occupation of the two
sovereign states of Afghanistan and Iraq, its recatitary occupation of Haiti, its increased
military intervention in Colombia and the Philippsand the massive expansion of "permanent”
military bases and strategic military foothold hetoil rich Middle East and Central Asia. US
imperialism represents a powerful and lethal enehtiie world’s people.

Contrary to the views of pacifists, social demagrahd other opportunists, Leninism teaches
"Imperialism means war”. The US imperialist tersbrwar on the workers and oppressed
peoples of the world is not a deviation of the eysbr the outcome of a mad "lone ranger” in

the White House. US imperialism’s war on the walgeople is the inevitable outcome of the
imperialist economic system and its drive to maxerprofit. US imperialism seeks to re-divide

the world for the enrichment of US finance cap#tithe expense of its imperialist rivals and the
oppressed peoples and toilers of the world.

However, US imperialism is neither monolithic, widivisions in its own ruling class, nor all-

powerful, with increasing contradictions with itmperialist rivals, evident in the struggle over
the oil riches of Iraq and the Middle East. Ivignerable to strategic military overextension and
to the resistance of the workers and oppressedlgeagd the world. Imperialist war and

occupation bring untold suffering and misery to therkers and toilers of the world. It also

brings resistance, national liberation and sodciadigolution.

The United States is a multi-national state of s@®@ million people formed on land taken by
conquest and extermination of the native peoplasg@0 million strong) and built upon the 300
year long brutal slave trade. Nations are forgeduth life and are not mainly determined by
imperialist state boundaries. The stolen natiomsland of Puerto Rico, Hawaii and Alaska, and
Aztlan (the Southwest United States) are imprisongdin the US state boundaries. The Afro-
American people in the traditional black belt hdwrged a nation through life, oppression and
struggle in the traditional black belt US South,hasve the people of Appalachia living in the
traditional coal mining mountain region of the WmitStates.

In his brief but profound work, Imperialism and t8plit in Socialismmore than 85 years ago,
Lenin observed that "...[colonial] monopoly yieldsiperprofis, i.e., a surplus of profits over
and above the capitalist profits that are normadl @mstomary all over the world. The capitalists
candevote a part (and not a small one, at that'he$s¢ superprofits to brilibeir ownworkers,

to create something like an alliance ... between wekers of the given nation and their
capitalistsagainstthe other countries.” It is this fact of life thexplains why many of the
oppressed and exploited in the USA today have asgad in or even endorse Bush’s open-
ended, multi-decade, declared, undeclared war grnaad every country or people he and his
wealthy patrons deem "terrorists.” It explains thaterial basis for the extremely large, parasitic




and loyal US petty bourgeoisie, as well as for plodtical backwardness of the US working
class, its great nation chauvinism, its lack ofigarian internationalism and the weaknesses of
the working class and communist movement in theddnStates. But it would be erroneous to
draw the conclusion that the relative privilegedipon that many US workers (particularly the
white section of the working class in the US Nortianporarilyhold vis-a-vis the rest of the
international working class means that capitabgti@tation of them has ceased. The ulcers and
misery of capitalism based on the system of exgioih of man by man are all present in the
USA: poverty, hunger, dangerous workplaces, low esagunemployment, discrimination,
homelessness, destruction of the environment, g@bliatality and repression, lack of health care
and old age security. And this contradiction hasnified in the recent period.

The War at Home

In our September, 2003 Newsletter, RevolutionaryR&is Organization is Kewe wrote: "As
we entered the new millennium, the economic systémonopoly capitalism and imperialism,
the highest stage of capitalism, had been with aw for more than a century. The world
capitalist economic crisis, the crisis of "over-puation” from the system’s point of view or
"underconsumption” from the standpoint of the intronal working class and oppressed
peoples, had been acute, leading to massive ungmeid almost everywhere in the world
outside the USA. This economic crisis finally begarhit home here at the beginning of 2001,
right when George W. Bush was sworn in as the newlécted) President of the USA. On the
eve of 9-11, with massive lay-offs and an illegdie presidency, George W's approval rating
was already at a dangerously low 37%!

"After listing some of the most significant attacké US imperialism on the workers and
oppressed peoples withihe United States carried out behind the smokesaréthe Bush "War
Against Terrorism” in November 2001 we observedl tAese things, from the FTAA fast track
to the plunder of the Social Security fund to themgening of strike and union organizing
activity, represent the desperate effort of US inghsm to use the political crisis as a vehicle
for attempting to escape the economic crisis that the past year had washed onto the shores
of the USA from the rest of the world by placing iurden squarely on the shoulders of the
working class and oppressed peoplesBugh’s Global Terrorist War and the September 11th
Event3

"Within the USA today, Bush’s War Against the US wkang class and oppressed nationalities
continues to growln May 2003 the US unemployment rate hit a 9-yegin. Those workers still
employed are in many cases working longer hoursthis setting the Bush Regime is
formulating new federal rules to change the FalvdraStandards Act enacted in 1938 requiring
employers to pay one and one-half times a workgais for each hour worked in a week more
than forty. No doubt Bush and his corporate patsrasrking toward elimination of overtime pay
and the forty-hour work- week over the long run.

"With diversion of pension plans into stock marketindle 401K programs, last year over 4.5
million retirees over 60 years old returned to werkup 50% from the year before! US
government plunder of Social Security to help pay Bush’'s unending war threatens to
eliminate this basic benefit for future retireesithivi the past two years 75 million people
(almost 30% of the US population) have had no hemlsurance coverage for a substantial



period. With the economic slowdown, the tax coffatghe federal, state and local levels have
been seriously depleted leading to acceleratingi@mnoof public school education, and other
social benefits. Meanwhile, the wealthiest citizeristhe USA are getting huge cuts in their
capital gains and dividends taxes which will resal$350 billion dollars less money flowing
from them into government coffers. Who will makeths loss? The rich get richer and the poor
get poorer, as Karl Marx so profoundly observed.

"In November 2002, the US Congress, with the Demiscicontrolling the Senate and the
Republicans controlling the House, enacted the HamieSecurity Act, at the insistence of the
Bush Administration. With his establishment of thk®meland Security Department and
placement of 170,000 (including many unionized)lcdervice government workers under the
dictatorship of Homeland Security Chief Tom Rid@e=orge W. Bush, in the name of national
security and labor flexibility, stripped these werk of all collective bargaining rights on the job.
Another 700,000 workers are currently threatenetth wie same fate. This blow to the union
movement weakens the general defense of the workiags and the oppressed national
minorities in their fight back efforts. Such jobtegories as airport baggage screeners became
exclusively for US citizens, with 30,000 mainly ieaial minority and immigrant workers fired
and many former screeners deported, creating realosity and hardship among workers. In
this period the Bush Regime took an unusually a&give stand against affirmative action plans
aimed at uplifting the Afro-American people, a het attempt to fan the flames of chauvinism
and division among workers of different backgrounds

"In 2002, Homeland Security Chief Ridge, threatente International Longshore and
Warehouse Union (ILWU) when they were in the mid$t negotiations with the Pacific
Maritime Association (PMA), saying that he wouldlitarize the port, if they struck. Then the
Bush Regime invoked the Taft-Hartley Act which veasnbined with the PMA’s lockout of the
ILWU in an effort to intimidate the ILWU and its mmbership. The ILWU has been the most
progressive and most internationalist of US unitmwsughout the entire post World War Two
period. They refused to unload military ships dgrihe Vietnam War. The ILWU struck in
support of the anti-WTO protesters in Seattle i99

"While most of the companies in the PMA wanted &ttls with the ILWU, and they ultimately
did settle, Stevedoring Services of America (SSAg, largest stevedoring company in the USA
and one of the world’s largest, provided the maimdblock to settlement. They got their pay-off
this year when SSA was the first company to be dacan USAID contract for rebuilding Irag-
--to manage and repair Iragi ports, including thentry’s major deep-water port in Umm Qasr--
-despite the fact that it had never before worked war zone. In June the US/British military
administration at the Port transferred controlhe port to SSA. This contract gives SSA a foot
in the door in this region with so much oil wealithis is one of many instances where the war
of the monopoly capitalists against the workingsslat home is directly connected with the
imperialist war against the oppressed peoples dbroa

"Finally, on the basis of the first USA Patriot Agiassed by Congress at a time of Bush-inspired
mass hysteria, more than a thousand Muslim andhSAstan men were rounded up in the
aftermath of September 11th and held for monthegiotation of previous US law. Since then
thousands more were ordered to report to the Inatiayr Service and were then deported en
masse. The USA Patriot Act and its sequel represdaohdamental alteration of the bourgeois



democratic rule that has operated domesticallgastisince the [end of the] McCarthy Era. Even
bourgeois media refer to these post 9-11 laws tadittsian powers and witch hunting. These
laws provide for secret arrest and imprisonmenhaevit charges, warrantless searches, wholesale
invasion of privacy, increased police surveillaace vastly strengthened police powers over the
citizenry. As we pointed out in November 2001, "thkS working class and oppressed
nationalities are facing sapid and intense militarization and fascisizatioof US society
(Emphasis in original, "Bush’s Global Terrorist Ward the September 11th Events”

"The domestic war waged by the Bush Regime agaivestUS population has been vital to the
efforts of these thieves and cutthroats to keep suassive crimes as the multibillion dollar theft
by Enron of California state energy funds from legdo the impeachment of President Bush,
Vice President Cheney et al. Enron had been thgebtgsupporter of Bush’'s campaign for
President of the USA. Prior to September 11th MJPeney refused to turn over to
Congressional Committees the records of his dismussvith Enron executives regarding the
new Bush Administration Energy Policy. As a resflhis refusal, Cheney became the first top
government leader ever charged with contempt ofg@ss by the General Accounting Office!

"Bush’s War at Home has allowed corporate crimirsalsh as Vice President Dick Cheney to

move from the CEO position at Halliburton, the setdargest provider of oil and gas pipeline

services in the world, where they agreed to papifibn in cash and stock to settle more than

300,000 asbhestos-related personal injury lawsaitbe top of the US government where he has
been a drum major of death for the people of Afggtan and now Iraq.

"Even more remarkable is the fact that while Chenag Halliburton’s CEO two Halliburton
subsidiaries sold $73 million worth of oil equipni@md services to the Saddam Hussein Regime
in Iraq!! Moreover, in violation of a 1995 Clintoexecutive Order banning US trade and
investment in Iran and in violation of the Iran-y#&Sanctions Act passed by Congress providing
sanctions to foreign companies involved in Iran® iodustry, Halliburton provided oil
equipment to Iran through its foreign subsidiangth Cheney defending the company’s actions.
Even now, through this means, Halliburton continteedo business with Iran, one of Bush and
Cheney’s key members of the "Axis of Evil"lll Des$pisimilar US sanctions against doing
business with Libya, another so-called "rogue $tatmce the US embargo against Libya was
implemented in 1986, Halliburton has continued te present day to perform work there,
through its British office. In 1995 Halliburton wéised $3.8 million for re-exporting US goods
through a foreign subsidiary to Libya in violatiohUS sanctions.

"Yet it is the Bush-Cheney Regime that has senstres and daughters of the US working class
to kill and be killed by citizens of these same rtoies in the name of national security!! The
same “energy pirates” responsible for the Califaranergy crisis of 2000-2001 and the recent
blackout across much of the Northeast and Midwesheé USA (and in Canada) and in fact for
the US government’s energy policy (Enron, etc.)enthie biggest backers of the Bush campaign
in 2000. Key to the "(s)election” of George W. Bus2000 was the elimination of thousands of
Black voters ineligible (or ruled ineligible) in dfida and elsewhere because of felony drug
convictions. The opening round of Bush'’s globat whterror was against the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan which had just carried out a successfuhpaign to eradicate a majority of the
world’s poppy production. Even before that war wiaglared over, as US and coalition troops
moved into areas vacated by the retreating Talipappy production was immediately resumed,



thus enabling the resumption of this key compomenlhe international drug trade and ensuring
that the record U.S. prison population would not dginking as the next US Presidential
Election looms on the horizon.

"Is this not the very personification of a "roguegime”? "Regime change” at home is on the
order of the day. Clearly, such a regime and tistegy that has generated it cannot be replaced
by "the customary methods of the working classaer unions and co-operatives, parliamentary
parties and the parliamentary struggle” as Stascdbed it.”

(See_Revolutionary Workers Organization is KRYL Newsletter, Sept. 2003)

The manufacturing base in the United States coesina shrink as US finance capital, backed by
military might, continues to scour the oppressetiona, semi-dependent countries and former
socialist countries for cheap labor and maximunfiprideo-liberal trade deals like NAFTA and
computer technology accelerate the process. Froff &® 2000 over 4.5 million manufacturing
jobs were eliminated in the US. Since George WsIBwok office a little over three years ago,
an additional 2.7 million manufacturing jobs haveeb lost. New jobs that are created are
generally in the low wage service sector (now regméng 80% of jobs) such as hotel, hospital,
retail clerks and cashiers. While millions of peoph the US live parasitically by clipping
coupons (stocks, bonds, real estate, commoditystment, etc.), one-half of all workers live
paycheck to paycheck. One area of job growth ha® Iee prison industrial complex, a vast
source of cheap labor where workers have no righssprison population is at an all time high
with some 6.5 million people either in prison orparole or probation, over triple the number 25
years ago.

The gap between rich and poor widens. The weattli#s of the population owns the same
amount of the wealth as the bottom 95%. CEQ’s eflrgest 500 corporations average over
500 times the salaries of their employees. (Tergithe gap between CEO’s and their workers
in the other imperialist countries!)

Government regulatory agencies such as the OcomagdtiSafety and Health Administration
(OSHA), established to enforce workplace safetye shore and more openly with big business
and 10,000 workers are killed every year in workplaccidents.

Increased Repression and the Drive Toward Fascism

The Bush forces, led by white supremacist AttorGeyeral John Ashcroft, used the "war fever”
following 9-11 to pass draconian "anti terrorismas that can be used against any force in the
USA that resists any part of the corporate progi@mmaximum profits of the wealthy, starting
with the USA Patriot Act. With these new laws artien repressive measures and the active
implementation of old laws such as the 1996 Clirdoa "Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act,” the US working class and oppressdibnalities are facing a rapid and intense
militarization and fascisization of US society.

Bush created a new cabinet level position of Honwl&ecurity headed by none other than
former Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge who sigrieddxecution order for Afro-American

revolutionary political prisoner Mumia Abu JamaCongress voted a $40 billion dollar down
payment to upgrade and streamline the intelligeapparatus. This was followed by the



establishment of the new Homeland Security Departnighades of Nazi Germany) which
coordinates police and enforcement agencies afeteral level. 14,000 US federal marshals
have been added in the name of airline safety.lfin@igration and Naturalization Service (now
part of "Homeland Security”) hired new agents aratder patrols were beefed up. Tens of
thousands of National Guard troops have been assigm protect the "Homeland”. Programs
have been implemented to encourage workers to spyarkers, neighbors on neighbors,
students on students.

There is currently underway a bipartisan Congresgioommission conducting an investigation
into the events of 9-11. This commission is thuspi@moting the view that the intelligence
"failures” leading up to 9-11 were both due to unflending of the intelligence community and
unnecessary legal impediments to conduct invesgtiggit This bipartisan commission will likely
serve up proposals to even further increase funidinthe repressive state apparatus, and further
erode civil rights by propping up and extending phecess of the USA Patriot Act and the like.

The bourgeois democratic rights to protest, diss@ck demonstrate within the confines of the
system are being replaced by repressive martialdetions. Those who wish to demonstrate
against the US President are forced into "free dpeenes” out of sight of the public, or face
arrest. Anti-globalization and anti-war protestbesse been herded into caged areas and kept
isolated from marching and demonstrating en mdssst. November (2003), 30,000 protesters,
including 10,000 workers associated with the Anwerid-ederation of Labor-Congress of
Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) gathered in Miarklorida against the Free Trade
Agreement of the Americas (FTAA). They were methwfascistic police repression including
rubber bullets, tear gas, incidents of violence ddetoy police provocateurs and arrests. This
police response is now being promoted in law emimient circles as "the Miami model”. The
fact that the brutal Miami police response was &dhdith $7 million of the $87 billion allocated
to carry out the brutal occupation of Iraq is aeotbf the many instances where the war of the
monopoly capitalists against the working classahé is directly connected with the imperialist
war against the working class and the oppresseplgeabroad.

Two Parties — One Master

The US imperialist-led wars in Afghanistan and Iragre overwhelmingly supported by
representatives of both major US political partiexluding Democratic Party Presidential
contender John Kerry. Bush was granted full war grswvith only one dissenting vote. There
was overwhelming bipartisan support for the USAriBatAct and for "Plan Colombia” with
$1.6 billion to fight against the liberation movem@f Colombia and oppose the peoples in the
Andean region of Latin America. With little debated virtually no opposition, record "defense”
budgets of over $400 billion a year have been mphsae well as an additional $87 billion
allocated for the cost of the occupation and "rstrection” of Iraq, a price tag that will continue
to climb and will continue to be supported by bagiblitical parties. Both parties willingly
provide billions of dollars of new funds for "horaeld security”.

There have been fissures within the ruling classliteg up to and since the invasion and
occupation of Iraq. Within the Republican Party awtn within the Bush family, there were
those who promoted a multilateral approach with pHticipation. Key representatives of the
first Bush administration like Brent Scowcroft a@eéneral Zinni promoted such a view to the



point that Bush was forced to go through the cham@fdseeking UN support. The Democratic
Party was apparently a major force behind the ftiomaof the pro-imperialist "Win Without
War” coalition, promoting "diplomacy” in Iraq ovewar, while embracing the same goals of
toppling the Hussein government and controlling thst oil resources of Iraq. The differences
within and between the two parties have been tctichether it is best for US imperialism to
use multilateralism or unilateralism; whether tharwn Iraq "detracted” from the "war on
terror”. There is full unity between the two pastien the objective of imperialist plunder and full
support for the so-called "War on Terrorism”.

Labor Lieutenants Fronting for Capital

The AFL-CIO leadership continues to be locked idoag-standing embrace with the US
imperialist government going back to its formatadrthe height of the anti-communist McCarthy
period in 1955 following the driving out of the gressive “left” unions and leadership. AFL-
CIO head John Sweeney offered full political supgor George W. Bush and his "war on
terror”, serving up the sons and daughters of thekiwg class to be cannon fodder on the altar
of corporate profits. The Executive Council of ®hEL-CIO, representing the top leadership of
all the major unions in the USA, stated after thenmal invasion of Afghanistan was well
underway, "We support the president in his decistonse military force...even as we recognize
this struggle may well be long and difficult”. Bellithe scenes, the AFL-CIO leadership worked
hand in glove with US imperialism’s failed effotts overthrow the popular Chavez Government
of Venezuela funneling National Endowment for Deracg funds to the Chavez opposition.
The AFL-CIO supports reactionary and right wingams from Haiti to the Philippines against
the genuine, class struggle oriented unions. Amndag this same "social democratic” Sweeney
and the AFL-CIO leadership that, after 9-11, cdedelong planned anti-IMF protests scheduled
in Washington, D.C. as part of their efforts teelump the working class behind George W. Bush.

"Once they had put their prestige behind Bush i$ wapossible for these leaders to defend on
the domestic front even the most immediate andgbanterests of their own members against
the Bush-led corporate pirates with their econostimulus packages for tax breaks for the rich,
massive corporate lay-offs, the Bush energy pamynsored by Enron, the fast track vote on the
FTAA, etc.” (See The Social Props of Bush’s TesbWar, ROL Newsletter, March 2002)

The workers self-defense organization of trade nmiis now at its lowest rate of membership
since the early part of the last century with sdie of workers in unions and less than 9% of
the private sector. Factories are routinely clos#ld no organized resistance. Only a few unions
do serious organizing and even this is on a "bssingionist” basis. Such decline in the trade
union movement has a direct correlation to the wishing standard of living of the US working
class. On the other hand the AFL-CIO withholds esources when it comes to attempting to
deliver votes to the Democratic Party, the so-ddifeends of labor”.

With a few notable exceptions such as the sucde3sfamsters strike against United Parcel
Service a few years ago, organized labor in the U8#\largely abandoned the weapon of strike,
a reflection of its extremely defensive positionevidrtheless, there was a recent major four
month strike/lockout of some 74,000 grocery stocekers in California in response to company
demands to increase worker health insurance qugtgiously paid in full by the companies. The
union leadership had not developed the necessatgdufront with other workers and the



community that they could rely on to defeat theteshifront of the employers, and the strike
ended in defeat. However, the workers displayedesmral readiness to struggle, a positive sign
for the future.

Facing extinction, the AFL-CIO leadership now pdigs service to union organizing. It has
reversed its decades long divide and conquer ammiigrant worker position and is now calling
for amnesty for undocumented workers in the USopsitive step toward unifying the working
class. The AFL-CIO also called on unions to pgrate in the November demonstrations in
Miami against the FTAA and well over 10,000 tradeonists responded. In spite of the efforts
of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy to lead the workers daavpath of social chauvinism since the
"battle in Seattle”, the worsening economic crisigl the anti-globalization movement continue
to present real opportunities for mobilizing the W8rking class and oppressed nationalities in
international solidarity against US imperialism. Il Ahese developments provide a wider
opportunity for revolutionaries to work within thS trade union movement.

Media Organizes for War, Imperialist Culture Conditions the Masses

The US monopoly capitalist controlled media joinedockstep in justifying the march to war
and becoming part of the propaganda machine dighgovernment. The disturbing events of 9-
11 were shown thousands of times over, week afesskywmonth after month in a mass media
brainwashing -- planting the horrific images inteetpsyche of the masses. They created a
frenzy for revenge and for the Bush terrorist wgatiast humanity. TV reporters embedded with
US troops during the invasion of Iraq, turned trer wto a "sporting” event, cheering the home
team. Dan Rather, the anchorman of CBS evening,rnewk to the talk show circuit as a drum
major for war. In news reports, the corporate aalgd media consistently labels resistance
fighters in Iraq as "terrorists”; US mercenaries’@mntractors”. They create staged events such
as the pulling down of the Saddam Hussein statugaghdad by the "masses” of the people,
without showing either the US tank and soldierd thid it or the empty square devoid of the
multitudes. Goebbels would have been proud of tBarigdia.

The entire imperialist system is based on lies @rduption. The US government with the help
of the compliant and bought off media covered upneztions between the Bush and bin Laden
families through the Carlyle Group, the™.Bargest defense contractor. Likewise it buried the
long standing CIA connections with bin Laden anel Tlaliban as well as with Saddam Hussein.
What Bush and the administration knew before 9-Hk wovered up, as were the economic
reasons centering around oil for invading and ogitgpAfghanistan. The ramp up to war and
the ensuing occupation of Iraq were based on ligpée on lie—the alleged existence of
weapons of mass destruction, the alleged Al-Qaatdd&m Hussein connection, the alleged
formulation of a nuclear program in Iraq, the adlédringing of "democracy” and the projected
jubilant response of the Iraqi people welcoming tufps as "liberators”. Hidden initially was
the fact that the Bush administration was alreddyrpng for war in Iraq prior t®-11 and the
fact that giant energy and construction firms ofliHarton and Bechtel were given contracts to
"rebuild” Iraqg prior to the actual invasion.

US imperialist culture, with which the media isdrtonnected, promotes the individualism,
materialism, violence and decadence of US impstiaociety. US youth average 35 hours a
week in front of television sets. Clever ads, oftesld with sexual themes, push crass



consumerism. The onslaught of "reality” TV showeeli’'Survivor”, promote getting ahead at the
expense of everyone else. The new hot "reality”shéw is "The Apprentice” where billionaire
mogul Donald Trump fires the contestants who aymgrto get a job. The slogan, "You're
Fired!” has now become an accepted and "positive't pf the cultural landscape, helping to
solidify the bosses’ power over the working clagdush Limbaugh, the rabidly white
supremacist, anti-union, anti-worker, anti-immigrgmo-war right winger, is the highest paid
radio talk show host "earning” $31 million a year §pewing his poison!

"The Passion”, the new controversial anti-Semitiovie depicting the Christ crucifixion is
already one of the top grossing movies of all tith@ot only pushes mysticism, but intolerance
of other religions and people. This fits nicelyarthe Bush-led "war of terror” as US imperialism
in its new Christian "crusade” invades majority Moscountries and intimidates and rounds up
Muslim people at home.

The Anti-War Movement

Initially, in an orgy of national unity, fostered lnass propaganda and brain washing, the vast
majority of the US people, including its workingass, tragically supported the US imperialist
so-called "war on terror”. Bush’s approval ratirggsared to 90%. The one notable exception of
opposition to the Bush policies was the majorityAdfo-American people. This reaction was
undoubtedly based on the Afro-American people’s experience of 400 years of US terror and
the current experience of national oppression:t”laised, first fired”; lower pay and life
expectancy; limited access to education and heakhdBush attacks on affirmative action
programs; police brutality and murder; the highiastrceration and death penalty rates; stolen
land and the stolen 2000 election based on the tieAfro-American (and other) votes in
Florida. While the Bush Administration has cleveplpced Secretary of State Colin Powell and
National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice in hglaces, and this has undoubtedly played a
role in keeping large masses of Afro-American pedpgdm joining in the anti-war protests in the
streets and kept them serving in the military,as Imevertheless failed in winning the hearts and
minds of the Afro-American people for war.

The Bush war drive and its lie machine did not gtirely unchallenged even in the "belly of the
beast”. New York City Labor Against the War (NYCWA, formed by courageous trade

unionists within two weeks after 9-11, providedabjectively anti-imperialist response within

the trade union movement. At first a lone voiceytlwere joined in time by a number of local,
state and even a few national unions opposing tiehBvar drive, especially as the invasion of
Irag was being ramped up. A series of positive dge demonstrations were held in
Washington and San Francisco and many other et@msnd the country culminating in massive
demonstrations on February 15, 2003 where there w80,000 people in NYC alone. In this
latter protest there were with far more workingssland national minority participants than at
the previous anti-war demonstrations.

Lacking clear and decisive anti-imperialist and omwmist leadership, two glaring weaknesses
developed in the movement even as it was growirgelan early 2003. First was the view that
the war in Irag was "different” from the US impdisa war on Afghanistan, that is was separate
from the Bush-led imperialist war of terror agaitis¢ world’s people. Even in most "leftist”
circles by this time there was nary a mention gjt#snistan. Second was the view, pushed and



accepted by various shades of opportunists frontskydes, social democrats, revisionists,
pacifists and anarchists (including the Workers M/étarty which nevertheless played an anti-
imperialist role as the driving force behind the 3WER coalition) that we could "stop the
imperialist war in Iraq before it starts” withouealing with the imperialist system itself or
acknowledging the US imperialist war against thagilrpeople had been waged for 10 years.
After the actual military invasion of Irag and thaick initial US military victory, both these
opportunist tendencies helped lead to confusiondamoralization among the many new anti-
war activists and an ebb in the growing anti-wavement internationally and especially within
the USA.

On March 28, 2004, the day of worldwide anti-war activities thie one-year anniversary of the
open invasion of Iraq, there were once again p@siinti-war actions in over 250 cities in the
US. These included over 100,000 demonstrators¥@,N60,000 in San Francisco and even a
demonstration in Fayetteville, North Carolina, theme of Fort Bragg, one of the main US
military bases used for aggression abroad. Thededed leaders, speakers and participants from
the significant and growing US Military Families &gst the War movement as well as Veterans
for Peace. The March ?Gactions, combined with the developing resistarfcth® Iragi people
against the increasing brutal U.S. occupation, khbelp reinvigorate the anti-imperialist war
movement in the United States.

Quandary and Quagmire: At Home and Abroad

The imperialist ruling class of the United State@ia deepening military and political quagmire
in Iraq. They are over-extended militarily with tweajor invasions and occupations. (As always,
the imperialists underestimate the ability of thasses of the people to make history.) They
have had to invoke "stop loss” measures extendiaddur of duty of units in combat and call up
more and more National Guard and Reservists ceatieater discontent among the soldiers
themselves. The "lone ranger” Bush government igv riegging the United Nations and
international community to bail them out. After In&y successfully bullied and bribed almost
every government in the world to join its worldwitdgrorist coalition "against terror” in support
of the invasion and occupation of Afghanistan, Werialism is successively more isolated
from the world community in relation to the war lnrag. Even the so-called “coalition of the
willing” is breaking apart with the Spanish goveemh withdrawing its troops, reflecting a
mandate of Spain’s populace, followed by the Dooaini Republic and Honduras. Despite
offering huge bribes, the US has never been ablgiline Turkish troops. It is very significant
that the US imperialists have not yet succeedeggiting Muslims to fight Muslims.

The Bush administration and US imperialism are &lsa deepening political quagmire right at
home in the United States. They stand exposedeasatupt liars they are. The economic basis
for occupation of Iraq is more and more exposedeMWresident Cheney’s Halliburton and
subsidiary Brown and Root reap massive cost plagracts in the so-called "reconstruction” of
Irag. On top of this, Halliburton has been cauglthwheir "hands in the cookie jar”, bilking the
US government for artificially inflated fuel pricesd other fraudulent charges.

As the resistance in Iraqg grows, as unity betweennBand Shiite Muslim communities
increases, the working class of the US, who inrtheajority has supported the war, is left
holding the body bags of their sons and daughtéis mad been forced into an economic dratft.



US mercenaries who are now performing some 40%ilitarg functions in Iragq are more and
more facing the righteous wrath of the developiragil resistance. While bourgeois polls
showed 90% of the US population supported Buskhénatftermath of 9-11 and the invasion of
Afghanistan, the same polls now show that onetha&fUS population opposes the current war
in Irag and George W. Bush’s approval rating howeoaind 50%. The orchestrated May 1, 2003
declaration of George W. Bush atop the aircraftieaproclaiming "Mission Accomplished”
and victory in Iraq is exposed as more ludicrousheyday.

Over the last three months the Bush administratias also been exposed from within. First,
former Secretary of the Treasury Paul O’Neill exgbthat Bush planned for war in Iraq starting
a few days after he took office in January 200leiDavid Kay, Bush’s head weapons hunter
in Irag, quit his job saying there were no weapohsnass destruction in Irag. Now, Richard

Clarke, former White House anti-terrorism chiefs lexposed that Bush ignored warnings of a 9-
11 type of attack and stayed fixated on Iraq evesr 8-11.

The system reeks with corruption and scandal. Bsistn unelected president, the product of a
stolen election. Massive corporate scandals fromoiErflargest Bush donor), WorldCom, to
Imclone involving insider trading and "cooking theoks”, left workers and investors high and
dry, and represented multi-billion dollar theftewrof these robber barons have gone to jail. The
big oil and energy administration in Washington §Biand Cheney are both oilmen) turned to
the industry (including Enron!) to set Bush’s enenplicy. Cheney is now the first top
government official to be cited for contempt of Qoess for refusing to supply his records of
these discussions with energy companies. And Supr€uourt Justice Scalia, who will
eventually be ruling on Cheney’s case and wasqgjdfte five unelected judges that placed Bush
into the presidency, has just returned from a Imgntiiip with VP Cheney and refuses to recluse
himself!

Battered by political scandal and corruption, grggveconomic and social suffering of the US
populace, and the military quagmire in the facethd Iragi resistance and the difficulty in
controlling its reactionary allies in Afghanistaihe Bush Administration and US imperialism
may well create a "Reichstag Fire”, a CIA manufaetuincident, to provoke the masses of US
people back into full support of the Bush Admirasion and its war oferror before the next
election. Veteran bourgeois journalist Bob Woodwaad revealed that the Bush Administration
has already made a deal with Saudi Arabia to lawegrices in order to lower gasoline prices in
the USA later this year in an attempt to maniputh&epublic and the outcome of the November
presidential election. Having used thuggery andldlggery to wrest the US presidency in
2000, there is a good likelihood for a Bush cahasgh in some form before the election is held,
if it is held.

Conclusion

In our September 2003 Newsletter, "To Stop the HeghWar at Home and Abroad,
Revolutionary Workers Organization is Keye said, "Within the USA, genuine international
working class solidarity by the US working clasghaihe Iragi working class involves fighting
for an end to US military occupation of Iraq by angans necessary, including support for the
Iragi national liberation struggle. It involves Waorg for the overthrow of the Bush Regime and
the global system of imperialist exploitation ardngler.”




"... in the USA today, ‘nothing could be more impt' than the establishment of a strong
anti-imperialist movement composed of anti-war,i-gldbalization and anti-fascist elements
with the cutting edge demand to "Bring the Troopsté Now!” as its key link to the rest of the
international working class and the oppressed psopl.. such a movement can only be
consistently and effectively led by the US workiolgss through its revolutionary party, a
genuine Leninist Party, a party linked to the msthe international working class and to the
national liberation movements of the oppressed lpsopf Arabia, Asia, Africa and Latin
America.”

While there is today no Marxist-Leninist Party metUSA, the sharpening contradictions in the
United States itself provide an impetus to theggjlel of the workers and oppressed peoples
within the state boundaries of the USA to orgamizd resist. Many US workers are questioning
"our” ruler's imperialist conduct not only on thesue of imperialist war but on the issues of
trade and globalization (remember the Battle inttkea 1999) and domestic policies as well.
Well over one million US people have taken theipagtion into the streets. Working class
troops are returning from Iraq and Afghanistand lie by the government, and with eyes opened
and questions unanswered. While the danger ofisfasés growing, the opportunities for
revolutionary work and activity amongst the massesincreasing as well.



